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ABSTRACT

The Gwanghwamun Square of 2016-17:

Revealing a Compressed Metamorphosis of
South Korean Concept of the Public

Hong, Chan-Sook

(Senior Researcher, Institute for Gender Research, Seoul National University)

| understand the Gwanghwamun Square of 2016-17 as a location revealing
a compressed metamorphosis of South Korean concept of the public from
Confucian one to modern civil one. In contrast to its Western counterparts,
the South Korean civil revolution of 2016-17 occurred not in the context
of an emerging industrial society but in that of an emerging risk society.
Therefore, | view this Korean form of civil revolution as a process of
compressed metamorphosis of Korean industrial society, which has resulted
from the country’s successful industrialization. | argue that the political and
the procedural democratization since 1987 can be understood as a more
or less formal democratization of the traditional Confucian governance ethics.
A process of compressed individualization has been underway since then,
and the Candlelight Revolution of 2016-17 represents its political consequences.

Key Words : Gwanghwamun Square, Confucian public sphere, Chinese patriarchy
system, civil public sphere, compressed metamorphosis
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